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5 N order to give you a better View of our preſegt Stage. 

I muſt beg leave to put you in mind, that eher e , 

a | I.. the Union of the Crowns in 1602, we have had a a 

| continued Struggle with our Miniſtry, who were formoft «© . 4 

part either Tools to yours, or (if nod mean enough tos _Þ 

| ſtoop ſo low ) entirely at the Devotion of ſuch of our” 
„ Princes, as aim d at an abſolute. Authority over us both 

1 'Tis well enough knewn, that the Invaſion of ou Hun it.. 

tution by thoſe Miniſters which led the way for the lige 

Attempts upon yours, laid the Foundation of th&Civil. i 

on" War, and of all the miſchievous Conſequences that a- 

| tended it, till we and you were both ſwallow'd up by a. 

Standing Army. + 4 6 73, | "EY 1 

. ty 'Tis not unknown to you that we- made the feſt Pubes © 3 

+ lick Step towards recovering our ſelves: and You both, 

from the Anarchy which enſued 5 and tho we” paid 45 —_ 

for it, were alſo the firſt who Contributed to the Ra. 

* 5 ration. 8 | 2 5 ; 3 0 "v 

| ' = Ii needleſs to recount how ungratefully we wen ge 

Vouarded, and that we were ſo much diſappointed/af Bur 


Expectations, in recovering our Liberty under” King * # 
Charles II. that we were more oppreſs d than ever 79]. 
il” __ _ - Being full fraighted however with Loyalty, an „ 
| ing an inviolable Affection to the Royal Line, we ſettled.” d 
the Duke of Tork's 3 when you were eee * 
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"ding him. Notwithſtanding which, inſtead of our being 
more favour'd on that Account, he ſubyerted our Conſtitu- 


tion at once, and by Deſpotical Proclamations,ſuch as none 


©  *of his Predeceſſors durſt ever iſſue, he pretended to annul all | 
the Lawsthateſtabliſh'd our Reformation. This, with the 


heavy Oppreſſion we lay under in other Reſpects, made us 


chearfully Concur with you in the late happy Revolution; 
when, having found by Experience, that we could pro- 


miſe our ſelves no Security in any thing, while we were 


in g ſeparate State, our Convention did then make the 


1 _. firſt Motion for an Union of the Nations as well as of the 


Crowns. 


volution. 


But inſtead of that, you know what Hardſhips we ſuf- 


fered in Kiog William's Reign by the Influence of our Mi- 
mniſtry in the Matter of our African Company, Darien, 

Colon Kc. which put us upon Endeavours to ſecure our 
F _ - ſelye$in a ſeparate State, by obtaining Limitations upon 
the next Succeſſor after the Determination of the Entail, 


4 


as twas ſettled by our Declaration of Rights at the Re- 
I muſt beg leave to inſiſt a little upon this, becauſe it 
will ſet what follows in a clearer Light, and help- to diG 


5 cover. the Temper of the then Scots Miniſtry; as alſo with 
What View they ſince fell in with the Union, and at the 


— 


. 25 


us 


fame time will juſtifie the honeſt Part of our Nation for 
_endeayouring to be delivered from ſuch a Set of Men, 
which was one of the main Reaſons that brought many 
of them into the Union, tho hitherto they have been dif- 

| e of their Expectations. | 


hoſe of our Parliament-men,' and others, who were 
true Friends to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, being ſenſible of 


what we muſt ſuffer under a Popiſh Prince, and knowin 
very well that ſuch Limitations, as were neceſſary for Se- 
c curing our Religion and Liberty, would meet with great 
Oppoſition from our Courtiers, they thought it neceſſary 
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„„ 
in the firſt place to . ſecure themſelves againſt a Popiſh - 
Succeſſor ; therefore, in the Seſſion of Parliament, after | 
King William's Death in 1703. they propos d a Bill for an 
Oath to Abjure the Pretender, which carried a firſt Rea 
ding; but how it came to be quaſh d, and not to-paſs iu 
to a Law, the D. of 2, then Her Majeſties High 
Commiſſioner, and his Friends, are . ſuppos'd to be ca- 
pable of giving the beſt Account. Beſides other Reaſons 
which our honeſt Patriots had to preſs that Bill, tis too 
well known to be deny'd, that by the Change then made 
4 in the Scots Miniſtry, and other Proceedings, Things look dd 
with a very bad Aſpect for the Revolution Intereſt in 
Scotland ; inſomuch that a Letter was procured from Her 
Majeſty in favour of the Nonjurant Clergy, which em- 
bolden d them to propoſe a Toleration in Parliament to 
be eſtabliſh'd by a Law, without obliging them to own 
Her Majeſties Title; and one of the principal Arguments 
they inſiſted upon for obtaining this Liberty was, That i © © 
were her Fathers Friends, At the ſame time tis obſerva 
ble, that there was no mention made of the. Proteſtant : 
Sueceſſion during that Seſſion of Parliament, in the 
Speeches of our Miniſters, or otherwiſe, which added to 
our Jealouſies, that they were not very fond of it.! 
doubt not but you will be ſatisfy'd that our Suſpicion wass 
znzʒiot ill founded, when you conſder, that before the mest 
ks ing of the Seſſion in 1703. ſuch a General Indemnity wass 
| - ſent down by our Scots Miniſtry, and counterſiga d by 
we the D. of, as many People from--St. Germans ? | 
13 came over upon it, to the great Terror of all the true 
| Friends of the Revolution Intereſt ; and tis to be obſeryed, 
that this Indemnity pardon d all Crimes paſt to thoſe at 
St. Germaus, without fo much as a Condition in it, re- 
quiring them to leave the Place if they would reap the 
Beneſit of it. This gave them an Opportunity to promote 
that Intereſt, as appear d ſoon after by the Score Plot, Nor 
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„„ © iy As GR 
is it to be deny'd that Captain Frazer, and others, who 
acted the part of Plotters inſtead of Diſcoverers, as was 
pretended, were furniſked with Paſſes, and protected in 

going and coming betwixt Scotland and France by means 
of the D. of ., E. of L--n, and others then in Truſt, 
_ with the Affairs of our Nation, | 
And as a Proof that the Conduct of our Miniſtry was 
all of a piece, when the Earl of Marchmont, who was 
our Lord High Chancellor in King William's Time, but 
laid aſide at his Death, had form d a ſtrong Party in that 
Parliament for Settling the Proteſtant Succeſſion, on pro- 
- miſe of the D. of 2. -s Concurrence, the D. diſcovered 
the Concert which defeated the Delign, and the Earls 
Draught of an Act which he offered for Settling the Suc 
 « Ceffion on Limitations, was ſcandalouſly treated and 
_-« thrown out for want of the Concurrence of our Cour- 
tiers. | | . 
Vet in this very Parliament our Minifters ſuffered an 
Act of Peace and War to paſs, by which no Perſon being 
Ling or Queen of Scotland and England ſhould have Power 
to engage the Scots in War with any Prince or State, without 
Conſent of our Parliament; and that no Declaration of War 
without ſuch Conſent ſhould be binding on this Kingdom; 
which, tho ſome honeſt Patriots were drawn in to Con- 
cur with, out of very good Intentions, yet it will apppar 
dy what follows, that the D. of . and his Friends had 


\- © © other Views in ſuffering it to paſs, and therefore that tis 


no uncharitabls Conjecture to ſuppoſe that ſome of the 
then Scots Miniſtry were rather for imbroiling the Nati- 
ons, to ſerve ſome Arbitrary Defign, than for Settling 
them under one and the ſame Proteftant Allegiance. 
Iis very well known to you, that in the Parliament of 
England this Act was taken notice of as a thing of the great- 
20 Danger imaginable to your Nation; intomuch that if 
Il be not miſinform d a noted Gentleman of the Long —_— 


4-. 4 , 
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ſaid in your Houſe of Commons, That if auy Eugliſhma# 
adui d or conſented to that Act, he was guilty of little lex 
than Treaſon, and ſome of your great Lords and Minifters 
were ſo apprehenſive of this, that they declared in the 
Houſe of Peers they gave no Advice about it or. Conſent... - 
The Deſigns of our Miniſtry will appear yet more plain, 
if we confider that in the ſame Parliament an Act was 
paſs d by their Influence, Allowing the Importation of al 
Sorts of Wines and other Foreign Liquors, tho the Duke of 
Hamilton and the Squadrone — againſt allowing ibe 
Ar. of French Wines and Brandy, as diſhonourabie to 
Her Majeſty, inconſiſtent with the Grand Alliance, and pre- 
judicial to the Honour, Safety, Intereft and Trade of the 9 .. 
Kingdom; and tho the Marquis of Twedale, in Name of 
the Country Party, offered. an Equivalent, it our Courtiers . * 
would drop the Bill. ä 
3 A worthy Member charg d this home upon our Mini- 
9 ſtry, in a Speech upon that Occaſion, wherein he had  *- 
thoſe remarkable Expreſſions. * To repeal ſuch a La 
ian time of War, will ſound admirably well in England - - 
and Holland, ſince tis no leſs than a direct Breach ot 
| © 'our Alliance with thoſe Nations, and exactly calculated. - 
5 to inform the World of the Inclinations of our 
'f. Miniſters. No Man in this Houſe can be ignorant, 
that this Act will not only open a Trade and Corref- -- 
*-pondence with France, contrary to the Declaration - 
War, and our own ſtanding Laws, but that the Deſigg 
© of thoſe who promote the paſſing this Act, is to have a 
© Trade directly with Hauce, and bribe Men to betraß 
our Liberty. If any Juſtice were to be found in this 


„Nation, the Adviſers of theſe Things had been long. fre. 


| *"brought to a Scaffold. 


8 every where; this has been our fix d Judgment ever 
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And that our Miniſtry had as little Inclination at 


that time to an union, as they had to the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, I think will appear plain from this, that in that 
me Parliament they ſuffered a Reſolve to paſs. to make 
void the Commiſſion for treating of an {Union with England, 
and diſcharging any other Gommiſſion for that end without the 


Conſent of our Parliament; but here again tis neceſſary 


to obſerve that our honeſt Members fell in with this Re- 

- ſolve, becauſe they were unwilling to truſt a thing of that 

. _ Conſequence in the Hands of tHe then Miniſtry, which 

dur Minifters knew well enough, and therefore muſt 

bave had ſome other end in ſuffering it to paſs, as will ap- 

. pear by what follows. 1 My 

The Proteſtant Succeſſion met with another very re: 

2, markable Defeat in the Parliament of 1704. when the 
Marquis of Twedale was Her Majeſties Commiſſioner, 

| th Her «Majeſty recommended the ſame in Her Letter . 

CV | Ks 
The main thing we recommend to you, and which 

we recommend with all the Earneſtneſs we are capable 

* of, is the Settling the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line, 

- as that which is abſolutely neceſſary for your oon Peace 

and Quietneſs, as well as our Quiet and Security in all 

our Dominions, for the Reputation of our Affairs abroad, 

and conſequently for ſtrengthning the Proteſtant Intereſt 


ſince we came to the Crown, and tho hitherto Oppor- 
K % tunities have not anſwered our Intention, Matters are 
now come to that paſs, by the undoubted Evidences of 
the Deſigns of our Enemies, that a longer Delay of 
* Settling the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line, may have 
very dangerous Conſequences, and a Diſappointment 
bol it would infallibly make that our Kingdom the 
* Seat of War, and _ expoſe it to Devaſtation and 
: Ruin. . . 6 PT =” ; | | SEE 
"ER The 


The better to induce the Parliament to comply Wien 
this Deſire, Her Majeſty added afterwards. We have 
© impowered our Commiſſioner to give the Royal Aﬀent "2 
© to what in reaſon can be demanded, and is in our Power | - 
to grant for Securing the Sovereignty and Liberties of 


© that our ancient Kingdom, = n 
e Earl of Seafield, then 


The Lord Commiſſioner and th Hs 
Lord Chancellor, in their Speeches to the Parliament, re. 
commended the Succeſſion with the ſame Earneſineſs ; 
and the Earl of Cromarty, then Secretary of State, to ob- 
viate an Aſperſion, as if the Queen had a ſecret Willeons 
trary to Her expreſs Will which ſhe had declar d in Her 
Royal Letter, acquainted the Parliament, That be was © 
certain of the contrary, becauſe Her Majeſiy commanded bim, 
and Her other Servants, expreſly to aſſure the Houſe, That i 
nothing in Hey Service could pleaſe Her better than % Be. 
lieve and Obep Her in what ſhe proposd in Her Leer; ” 
and nothing could diſpleaſe Her more than to do otherwiſe. . ' i 
I I doubt not but you will grant, that it was impoſſible 
to make ufe of. more forcible and preſſing Arguments to 
ſhew the abſolute Neceflity of Settling the Proteſtant'Suc- - _ 
ceſſion, than thoſe inſiſted on by Her Majeſty, and that 
the Danger of doing otherwiſe could not- be better d 
monſtrated than it was by that Letter 
And we muſt likewiſe do Juſtice to 'your Houſe ß 
Lords, that thẽy declar d to the World they were of the 
ſame Opinion as to the Danger of delaying it, and n- 
curr d with Her Majeſty's Sentiments, That ibe Setelmp xf 
the Succeſſion was the readieſt way to an entire Union between -_ 
the two Kingdoms for their Mutual Security and © Advantage | 
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as appears by their Lordſhips Addreſs of the '2gth of i 
March 1704. and Her Majeſties Anſwer to it before tzſe 
Meeting of our Parliament, which was in-Faly after. 
Vet notwithſtanding all this, when the Succeſſion came - 8 
to be propos d there, . baffled and poſt. 
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| previtus Treaty with England, in relation to Commerce and 


Council and Exchequer, with Colonels, Liewtenaut 
Majors, Coptains, Farmers, and Collectors of the Revenue, 


-— 


pon'd by a Reſolve for putting it off till the Scots h 4: 


ale Concerns, | And tho' ber Majefly had pref d her 


- - Servants with ſo much Earneſtneſs to promote the Suc- 
.. Cefſion, yet tis very well known here, that Two Officers 


of State, a Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, a great many of ibe 


els, 


and Penſioners, who ſcarce had any Bread to eat, but what 
they received from ber Majeſiy, in all about 33, not only fell 


i with the above-mention'd Reſolve, but ſollicited others to do 


the like, I is alſo to be obſerv'd, that ſome of thoſe wha 


3 appear d againſt the Succeſſion had but a very little before 
got into conſiderable Poſts; and others of em had receiv- 
_ ed Penſions by means of the D. of Q., and could not con 


ceal their hopes of -being further p d, and gratify'd- 


- for defeating the Succeſſion in the Hands of the Marquis of 
©, Twedale; — which they aſſur d themſelves the D. of 


Q. would be reſtor d, as he afterwards was; and this 
made all thoſe, who had any Expectations from him, con+ 


ceur in the Deſign of baffling the Succeſſio n. 
Some of their Friends did like wiſe boaſt of Aſſurances. 


_— - 
* F - 
—_ 3 
_- F 
: - 
* : = 
ö . 


. DD” — 
5 - 
- - 
5 * * 
- 7, 
*, 7 


% 


from London, that there would be mighty Conceſſions ob- 
tained in favour of Scotland, in caſe the Matter were re- 
- farrd to a Treaty; and this gave the finiſhing Blow at 
once to the Succeſſion, tho the Marquis of Tmedale and 
| huis Friends reckon d themſelves ſure of carrying it, there 
| heing.g6- wham they thought they might have depended- 


upom, till the very day it was put to the Vote, and the 


Number was much before ; but many well mean- 


ing Gentlemen were deluded by this ſpecious Pretext of 


grtat-Concefſions, with Relation to Trade, if the Matter 


e oO 
An order 20 ſatisfy you further, that the D. of Q and 


a 


the - Sycceſhon was o_ 
| 2 


—— — — 


* 'v 28 . * 


did it not out of reſpect to England, but from other 
Views. Tis to be obſerv'd, that in this very Parliament 
they ſuffer d the Act of Security for arming our People 
to have the Royal Aſſent, tho they had Influence enough” 

to hinder it the Year before, when the D. of . and His 
Friends ſuffer d it to paſs the Houſe with a Clauſe of their 
own inſerting, That -« Communieation of Trade ſhould" be - 
one of the Terms of their coming imo the Succeſſion bat this 
Clauſe was now left out: This, by the way, is another. 
Proof of the Inſincerity of the D. and bis Friends in the 
33 MNuatter of the Succeſſion, ſince they knew England would: 
; never grant that Clanſe without an Union; but be that 

| Y how it will, twas in the Power of the ſaid D. and his, 

8 Triends to have hinder d that Act, as well as the Settiles 

25 ment of the Succeſſion, had their Aflection for. Eg 
been fuch as they pret enden. 

Jou knew very well how much your Houſe;of Lords ] 
* reſented this Act of Security, that in their Addreſs to her 
| Majeſty upon it in December following, they ſet forth lle 
Dangers which might ariſe from it to England, and advisd. 
her Majefty to ſecure your Frontier Gariſons, to am and 
diſcipline your Northern Subjects, and to quarter Regu-. +< © 
lar Troops upon the Borders of England, and inthe North” = 
| of Ireland: You remember likewiſe that a Law was made 
Jin your ſucceeding Parliament to hinder the Impartation:s + 7 
, of onr Cattle into England, and that your Lords reſolv'd' = | 
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with your Enemies; for which the D. of and 
Friends had procured an Act contrary to the Mind of che 
Squadrons, as they are now called, in the Patliament of 
1 * | 1703. as I have mentioned already. DN 


your Ships ſhould be appointed to. hinder Far. Treg s-. 
= 


— 


This Seſſion being over, the Squadrone, who appeared ; 

. zealonſly for the Succeſſion, were laid aſide; and dhe D. 
of Q. was again brought into the Adminiſtration; which i! 
proves that the Hopes of his * who, out of Reſp er ii 


\ 


- 
— 2 % 
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EU him, oppos d the Succeſſion, were nat ill f ade 
What follow'd was a Change in the Privy Council, 
Matters being thus prepar d, the next Seſſion of Baul. 
ment was held in 2705. by the D. of 4- -gile but before it 
-_ » "met, the Miniſters had ſeveral: Meetings to Concert the 
Meaſures they were to follow; to which the Marquis of 
| Annandale, then Secretary of State, and Mr. Cockburn of "IB 
..Þ : Ormiſton, then Lord Juſtice Clerk, who were zealous for | | 
3M the Succeſſion; were not at firſt call'd 3 which being taken. 
Notice of, they were call d at laſt ; and together, with 
— James Stuart, Her Majeſties Advocate, declared them- 
ſelpes for the Succeſſion, for the ſame Reaſons 5 upon. which - 
' Her Majeſty had ſoearneftly Recommended it the Lear | 
before; but the reſt of the Miniſters were againſt. it, and 
gave this for their Reaſon, that they could not promiſe to 
get their Friends, meaning the D. of Q--s Party, to come 
: into it, for they would not make ſo ſhort a Turn, having \ 
join d in the Reſolve laſt Year to prefer the Treaty to the. i \ 
Succeſſion. But the other Gentlemen jaſiſting on it, it 
1 was agreed that the Arguments ſhould be drawn up on 
e both ſides, and given to the Commiſſioner to be ſent to 
5 Court; but whether he did ſo, and what the Return "Why, 
his Grace is beſt able to inform you. b 
Soon after this, a Cabinet Council was call'd of ix of 
the D. of 2-5 Friends, and only the M. of 4. and the 
| Lord Chief juflice Clerk beſides, becauſe they were then 
 _ Officers of State, and the only Members of that Cabinet, | 
4 who were for giving the Preference to the Succeſſion. - At 
this Meeting, tas agreed to ſend two Draughts of a 
Letter, and Inſtructions conformable to the two ſeveral - 
| Opinions, that Her Majeſty might ſign which ſhe thought * 
beſt... And when Her Majeſties Letter returned, it includ- : 
ed both; but gave the Preference to the Succeſſion. Not - 
withſtanding which, twas ene e out by . . 
8 e. ens "Es N So | 
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Soon after the n Was, 1 8 50 the Mar us.of 
5. then one of our Secretaries, gave in a Propo- 
ſal for the Succeſſion ; and. at the ſame time the E.-of 5 


Mar, the other Secretary, gave in a Reſolve ffor-poſtpo- 


delay'd their open Proceedings againſt the Succeſſi ion, 
all their Force was afſembled, till-they. had certain Ad- 
vice that the D. of Q. was ſet out from Londos, and that all 


his Friends were come to Edinburgh. Then about the 


17th. of i July they came to this Reſolve, That they would + 
not name a Succeſſor, till they bad a-previous Treaty with - 
England, with Relation to Commerce and other. Concerns x 
which was-follow'd by another Reſolve,That before they pro 


ceeded. to name the Succeſſor, they would make ſuch: Limita: - 


tions and Conditions of Government: for the Rectiſication of 


their Gonſtitution, as might ſecure the Liberty, Religion a 
 Independency of the Kingdom, This was defeat ing the Sue 
ceſſion with a witneſs, yet none of the Courtiers ſpoke. 


againſt this Reſolve, except the Marquis of Auen Aale, 


| and Mr. Cockburs, the Juſtice Clerk, 9 they. were 


ſeconded by the Earl of Marehmont, who ſald he "look'd. ; 
upon the firſt Reſolve as an Excluſion; yet, being put to, 
the Vote, it was carried by about 37, of waich 30 were. 


- the D. of 2-- $ Friends; bur all this was ſo. managd by. 
Concert, that to cover the Doof 2. it was dong 1 8555 he. | 
arrived at Edinburgh. . | 
Thus you may - how the Succeſſion was from od 10 „ 


time baffled by the D. of 2. and his Party, and that 


all times they concurr d. in ſuch other Things as Were ß, 
 Reſented by your Nation but upon what Views, I mult : 
leave to your owa Judgment, after, having given you this * 


general ution, that many honeſt Men, who were not 


intruſted with, the Secrets of the Ministry, N 48. — 5 1 
e hong beſt for the Good of their ee * N 


- 


niog it, the Tendency of which was 7 confider- the: 4@ 
1 England, prohibiting Scots Gattle; &c.. but they £ 


* * = 8 
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— Rats: for 5 Se beide and Trade, be- 

fore they came into the Succeſſion, becauſe they — 

ik the Succeſſion were ſettled before thoſe Terms were 

f 7 we ſhould ſtill continue under the Influence of 

-fuch a M iniftry as would be Tools to any Body that had a 

| Mend to opprels us, in order to arrive at an diotuts 
Power. 

T now come to the Ulkioo! the Management of Ach 
was committed to the D. of S. and his Friends; but 
fince it did neceſſarily engage us in the Proteſtant Succeſ- 

_ fion, which I have ſufficiently prov'd the D. of & and hi 
Friends did always oppoſe, lince they had alſo made them. 
ſelves nl 18 to the Nation upon many Accounts, 
and fince they had no reaſon. to expect the Squadrone, 


whom they had ſo much abus d, would join with them; 
and that tis evident they could never have carried the 
Union without them, I leave it to your own Judgment, 
whether twas reaſonable to think that a Matter of this 
— Conſequence could ſucceed in ſuch Hands. I need not tell 
pou that many 2 were Enemies to it, on tlie Account | 
ef the and perhaps if it were red} 
the Tumülts which were rais'd againſt it, would be 
to be fomented by others, than thoſe who did openly r 
poſe it; but this is certain that the Sgardhvbe fn fallin 
VUuith it, contrary to moſt Peoples Expectation, carried ft | | 
- thro' againſt all underhand Tricks, and  publick 1 

tion, which left no Place of Retreat to the D. of ©: and 
"© Friends, had they been ever ſo much inclind to it, 
without expoſing themſelves openly to the View of the 
World, as proſels d Enemies both to the Succeſſion and 
Union And 1 cannot omit informing of yon of Wüat 
I have from a very good Hand, that their Enmity to the 
Saucceſſion was ſo 2 to the very laſt, that hat the 
Union been voted out, and the Succeſſion with Lichfeati- 
OD . 40 9 * the 3 
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| - 4k Cane. 1 
which at that time roſs lo high,” and to prevent 1 
betwixt the Nations, till the Union had been more fully 
conſidered, our Parliament would have been broke ups ra. 
ther than the Succeſhon agreed to:. a tron} 
I myſtdeaye it to your ownConjeQure, whether ſome! 
of thoſe who defeated the enge were reſtrain d from 
doing the like with the Union, by Motives of Fear or 
Profit, or whether there was a mixture of both; but 
tis certain the Squadrone, who have been ſo much e- 
proached both before and ſince, could have no probablie 
hopes of Reward; for they were not employ d in the 
Treaty, nor truſted with the Management of it in che 
Houſe, and that they endanger d bath their Safety and 
their Reputation with their Country, in whole: Opini on _ 
they Rood ſo fair, by as they. did for the alen, is 
to be deny'd for as their Enemies vere very indu- 
jous to give a wrong * to what they did in ts 
_ Matter of the Succeſſion, they had the ſame hard Fate in 
their Conduct about the Union; and ſince every Bod 
muſt allow them to be Men of more Penetration than not 
to foreſee this; I think I may be allow'd:to haveiſa much-.. 
Charity for them as to ſuppoſe they acted as they didy.. 
becauſe they found by Experience there was nb carrying. . 
A the Succeſſion with-Limitations, todeliver their Coney.” * 
ſtom an oppreſſive Miniſtry, and the Danger of a | 
Succeſſor, and therefore they reſolv d to unite with . 
und, on the Terms propos d, as the only way left — „ 
come under the ſame Proteſtant Sueceſſor, and to have a 
mate in the ſame Trade and Liberty, for want of which 
the Union of the Crowns, we were reduc d toa Con- 
dition of Beggary and Slavery, and that of the work 
and moſt contemptible ſort, ſince we were become Slaues 
to thoſe Who were always Tools to your Miniſtry, 


7 : . 
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which was the Curſe inflicted upon Cham by his Father 


5 | 


Such of our Nation as had an honeſt Defign in the 
Union intended the joint Security, Wealth and Liberty of 
both Kingdoms upon an equal Footingz but whether ſome 
of thoſe in both Parts of the Iſland who pretended a 
"Zeal to puſh and carry it on, and to a great ſhare of the 
Merit for atchieving it, had not ſomething clſe in view, 
and particularly to keep us ſtill under Slavery, with a De- 
ſign to ſerve old Arbitrary Principles and Views, may per- 
haps appear by what we are nom to conſider. 0 col 

Nothing is a greater Proof of this than the great Ef- 


fort made in Parliament to have the Privy-Council till 


continued among us, which; if I be rightly informed, was 


as great as any that ever was known to be made by a 


Court Party, and I can aſſure you that our late Courtier 
endeavoured to render the Squadrone odious among us, 


"becauſe of their ſtrenuous Appearance againſt the Coun- 
cil, which, with the unanſwerable Arguments they urg d 


in Parliament for aboliſhing it, is none of the leaſt Cau- 
ſes of all that Malice and Falſhood which has fince been 


_ - vented againſt them and their Friends, as you may per- 


ceive by that filly Eibel, Intituled, 4 Brief Account of the 
Election in the North of Britain, with ſome Account of the 
Diviſſons there. To ſay nothing of the Unreaſonableneſs 


to keep up ſuch a Mark of Diſtinction with us, after the 
_ "Sovereignty of the two Nations was conſolidated ; tis 
known to every Man that ſince the Union of the Crowns, 
our Privy Council has been as Arbitrary as the Tarkiſh 
Divan, that they aſſum d a Parliamentary Power, and 


concurr d with all Courts in oppreſſing us. Thus in King 


Janes and King Charles the Firſts Time, they ſet up a 
High Commiſſion, which, contrary to ſtanding Law, 


made Innovations both in Church and State, and brought 
our Lives, Fortunes and Liberties to a precarious De- 
5 | pendance 
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pendance upon the Court. In Charles the Second's time, 
they brought down Armies of Savage Highlanders upom 
the Country in time of Peace, garriſon d Gentlemens 
Houſes without their Conſent, levy'd Money for their 
Subſiſtance contrary to Law, diſpens d with Acts of Par- 
lia ment, countenanc d Military Officers to Try and exe- 
cute Men without Jury or Record, diſarm d the Subjects 
at Pleaſure; and in King Fames the Seventirs Time con 
curt d in thoſe Proclamations which pretended to annub 
our Laws. In a word, they were the Inſtruments of all 
thoſe Grievances complain d of in the Claim of Right, 
and even ſince the Revolution, they were ſo accuſtors'd ; 
to Arbitrary Practices, that they acted many illegal Things, 
which it was not in the Power of honeſt Men among 
them to prevent, as they themſelves have frequently com- 
plain d. So that tis evident to a Demonſtration, that our 
late Miniſtry, who you ſee plain by the Libel above. men- 
tion d, expected to have had their Power continued over 
us, were angry at the Aboliſhing of the Council, becauſe 
it deprivd them of a proper Handle, by which they 
might ſtill Tyrannize over us, and Influence our Elections, 
the Return of which they had cunningliy got veſted in 
themſelves by the Union, had the Parliament of Mea. 
Britain thought fit to continue the Council. I ſhall only 
add, That by the Proceedings of that Party both hefore 
and ſince, tis eaſie to perceive, - that if they acted in ſueh 
an Arbitrary Manner when we had a Parliament here to. 
call them to an Account, they would have chaſtisd us 
with Scorpions inſtead of Rods, and have made uſe of 
their Power to make us all Janifaries' and Spahis to ſerve 
the Deſigns of any Arbitrary Prince againſt the Whole 
Illand: now that we have no Parliament here, eſpecially 
if their Power of returning our Members had been conti - 
tinued, for to be ſure they would have returned none hut 
ſuch. as ſhould either have py ns their illegal Practices, 
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or concurr d with them. But bleſſed be God the Partia- 


ment of, Great Mitain has delivered us from this Yoke, 


Mecks than ever. 


tho our own late Conrtiers, and other People with you, 
would willingly have had. it wreath'd harder. — parc 


Ibs Weakneſs of their Pretence; that they defird the: 
. Continuance of the Council for ſecuring our Peace, is ea- 
fly ſeen through; ſinceevery one knows that it might be 
better ſecut d by the ſame Methods as yours in Exgland,- 
i honeſt, Men were made Sheriffs, and pur into the Com- 
miſſions of the Lieutenancy and Peace ; but their Since- 
_ Hy in thia Matter may pretty well be gueſt d at, ſince, by 
Her Majeſties late Proclamation, with Reſpect to our 
— Country, tis evident how. bare-fac'd Popery and Jacobi- 
tilm have appear d, and how much they increas'd under 
their Adminiſtration.” Perhaps you would think it an un- 
charitable Suggeſtion, if any Body thould offer to ſay that: 
ſore of: our late Miniſiry defign/ it ſhould be ſo; but 
this yon may depend on as Fact, that in many Places they 
hae recommended Perſons to be Juſtices of Peace, who 
are very unacceptable ta the Country, and that there are 
not a few-Jacobites and lew'd Men among them; there is 
one ln ſtance ſo notorious, that all the honeſt Men of the 
Kingdom are alarm d at it, viz. Sir Robert: Greeyſon of 
Lagg; who was a barbarous-Perſecutor in the late Neigns, 
ang ordered two Women to be'ty'd to a Stake within the: 
Sas mark till they were drown'dby the Tide, hecauſe they 
would not hear the Epiſcopal Minifters-: He was alſo one- 
of thoſe wha murder d People in the Fields without any 
Form of Law, was lately Cited to Badinbungh for Clipping 
* 


3 and Coining ; upon which his Servants: that were tuſpeR 


ed fled che Country, ant is prov'd to be guilty of noto-— 
nous Adultery, - which is Death by our Law); yet this 
Man is lately made a. Juſtice of Peace, which 1 can aflure- 


Pu. was nut hy the Recommendation of ** 


* 
1) oo 
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for it was not thought fit to obli e them J ch ey 
put their Friends into the Comm By this you ta 
judge what Regard ſome of our late Courtiers ave to the 
Country, they knew this Man's Character 1 | 
and that making him a Juftice wouſd occafion*Compia ines, | 

and raiſe Jealouſies, as it has actually dorte' emo of the | 
Miniſters and fober- People of the hs 


for they can think no defign'd to them, hen 
ority, as have always beet theit 


Men are advanced to 
profeſsd Enemies. en 

F come now Wan e e and muſt deſire ou to 
obferve the following 


hich perh oy Tho 11 
w rhaps ma you with-fome new 
.about 15 ch oug 


of our late Miniſtry. The firfttoing 
I would defire-you to obſerve,” is their Oppoſttion' to the 

Oath for Abjuring the Pretender, which: carried a firſt 
Readin in our Parliament, and might eaſily then have 

4 Bro a Law, had they thought fit it ſhould, — 

2 Place, be pleas d to remember the indemnity 
cut d by thoſe Gentlemen, upon which ſo' many 
came over from St. Germans; and pray don't" forget hs 
Scots Plot that follow'd it, and-who it was that gave fuck 
Countenance an] Protection to Captain Frazer; andothets, 

who had forfeited their Lives by our Eaws to come and 
and go from France at that Juncture of Time. T Hope 
vou will alſo conſider the Incouragement givem ta our Non. 
jurant Clergy, to Petition for à Tolerution, without be 


ing obliged to oun Her Majeſties Government. E muſt 


defire you in the third place, to remember tſiat crafty and 
unaccountable Oppoſition made by them in our Parlia- 
ment to the very laſt againſt the Proteſtant Sueceſſom 
Faurthly, Be pleaſed to conſider whether the'Endeavours, 
after the Union was made, to continue a Miniſtry and 
Council over us, which were fo ungrateful to the Na! 
tion, was a proper Method to N our * 2 
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to leſſen the Number of the. Pretenders Friend In the 
Fifth place, conſider how naked we were left as to Forces, 
and how ill our chief Garriſons were provided, when 
the Pretender came upon our Coaſts; and ſince tis very 
well known that our Adminiſtration had frequently 
ſtunn d us with a Noiſe. of Jacobite Plots and Fears of 
ſuch an Invaſion, to create a Suſpicion of ſuch as oppos'd 
their Meaſures, you may eaſily judge whether they could. 
be excuſable in not taking more Care to have us provided. 
againſt a real Invaſion when it came; I ſhall not ſay any, 
thing to leſſen the E. of Leven s Conduct and Cire 10 op - 
poſe that Deſcent, but I think it may be juſtly ſaid with». 
out Offence, that all his Lordſhip was capable to do againſt- 
it in ſuch Circumſtances, would have ſigniſiy d little, had. 
not Providence taken more Care of us than our Admini- 
ſtirators; for I ſuppoſe you are not ignorant, that had there 
- Nat been a. Spirit of Terror and Infatuation among the 
French, or ſemething elſe, which is not yet known to us, 
they miglit eaſily have landed before your Fleet arrived to 
give them Chaſe ; and what Confuſion, Bloodſhed, and. 
Danger, that might have occaſion d to the whole Iſland, . 
if you. conſider the above mentioned Circumſtances, is ea 
ſier to be imagin d than expreſs d. | 


Iz! he next thing to be conſider d: is the Conduct of our 
late Miniſtry ſince the happy Diſappointment of the In- 
vaſion, you know very well that a conſiderable number 
of. our Nobility and Gentry were taken up on Suſpicion 
ol. favouring, it; and we have reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the 
Liſt of them was given in to lyour Council by thoſe Gen- 
tlemen, ſo that 'whatever Partiality or Party Quarrel. 
there might be in it, or whatever Neglect there was, in 
nat on up others, whom perhaps there was more rea - 
don to. ſuſpect, it muſt be charg'd upon them, ſince tis 
natural to think that few of your Miniſtry are ſufficiently 
agquainted with Perſous and Characters here; but it was . 
5. . aa 
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general Obſervation with us, that whozver-advis'd to 
thoſe Proceedings, ſeem-d rather to deſign a Slur upon 
-fuch as oppos'd our late Courtiers in their Meaſures, 

and to influence our Elections, than really to ſecure the 

Kingdom: The taking up the late Ld. Belhaven, Mr. Hleteb- 
er, and others, who had concurr'd in the Revolution, and 
were always firm to it, was a plain Proof of this: 1 
muſt here take notice of one thing which rais d a general 
Diſguſt in our Country, and that was the carrying up of 
all thoſe Priſoners to Lindon. Whatever might have 


been ſaid for it at another time, it ſeem'd to be impoli- 


tick ſo ſoon after the Union, for it call'd to Remembrance 
what is recorded in our Hiftory-of. your Edward I. who, 
in order to eſtabliſh his Sovereignty over us, when 7obn 
Baliol, who got our Crown by his Aſſiſtance, on d him- 

ſelf to be his Vaſſal; he deſtroyed many of our chief Fa- 
milies, which quite ruined his Deſign,” and engag d Eng- 

and in a long and ruinous War. In ſhort, our People in 
general thought the carry ing up of thoſe Lords and Gen- 

tlemen to London, look d too much like making them 
Trophies of a Conqueſt and Subjection, and I am very 

apt to believe, if any: honeſt Men with you went into 
thoſe Meaſures, twas becauſe they thought there was ns 
Juſtice to be expected from our Miniſtry againſt a Jacobite 
Plot, conſidering their Management of that formerly call 
ed the Scots Plot, and their conſtant Oppoſition to the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion; and upon this Account, the ſend - 
ing for thoſe of our Nobility and Gentry up, whom ouỹj 


bl 


late Miniftry are ſuppos d to have inform'd yours, were 


moſt like to be guilty of Treaſonable Practices, deſerves - 
to be thought as great an Inſtance of Prudenee and Inte- 
grity, as it would have been the Contrary,z if our fate 
Miniſtry had been intruſted with taking their Examina - 
tions. 5 a 5 Ls Yor ee We 
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ox But after all, to us it ſeems unaccountable, that not 


ons Engliſhman was taken up for this Plot and Invaſion, 
except what were taken at Sea. Certainly no Man can 
think that all the Diſloyalty of the Iſland lies by Nor/b 


Breed, or that the Pretender would have attempted to 
come over without greater Aſſurance of Support than he 


could expect from the Facobites with us. One would 


/ have thought that our late Scots Miniſtry had not ſo much 


Succeſs with their former Plot, as to make them fond of 

taking up People again for another, without good Evi- 
dence againſt them, or very ftrong Reaſons to ſuſpect 
them. Tis well for you, that your Miniſtry had fo ten- 
der a Regard to the Liberties of the Subject as to put 
none of your People to Diſgrace and Expence, upon that 


Account, fince they had no Evidence againſt them: Nor 


is the Clemency leſs remarkable that is uſed with you to- 
wards thoſe that were taken in the Salisbury Man of War, 
eſpecially ſince one of the Chief of em was under a ' far- 


mer Condemnation I am fatisfy'd that nothing could 
have induc'd our lite Miniſtry to treat them ſo civily, 
had chey 


culiar Happineſs that your Miniſtry ſtands in need of no 
ſuch Meaſures, and that they abhor falling in with any 
thing that may fo much endanger your Conftitution, 
— of the Freedom of Elactions muſt 
neceſſarily do. e | 3 7 
I ddeubt not but you take notice of the Libellers Cla- 
mour againſt the Squadrone, as having from time to time 


joun'd with Zacabites: Now admitting it to be true; 


tis the moſt difingenious:thing in the World for our late 


| Courtiers to have allow'd their Tool to mention this, 
| fince they have been ſo frequently guilty of it themſelyes; 
and that fo lately too, as to ſollicit ſuch who were taken 
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| belong d to their Province, except they could - 
.< have purchaſed their Favour by giving: or procuring them 
Proxies to vote down the Squadrone : But tis your pe- 
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6220 | 
ap 4s Fovourets of the ada t Ber tham ter 
Proxies 
Certainly cathnot charge th wb to babe 
made the D. of J's Brother, 1 of March, 
who liv'd and dyd a Jacobite; Governour of Edinhurgh- 
Caſtle; and to have turnd out the E. of Ln, who.was- 
always taken to be a flaunch Revoknoner, to make way 
for him. Twas not the Squadrone wha. brought the 

late Lord Ballendin into Council, tho' fo rank a Facohwe,” 
that he ſhot à poor Sentinel for ſaying he belong d to King: 


William, and told him that 'twas King Fames's Pats: I was * 
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not they who likewiſe brought in the E of Dir, and 
the E. of B, who was a known and actise Jecobite:;! 
Tons not they who counter ſign d the Indemnity former» 
ly mention d, which brought over fo many People from: 
St. Germans : "Twas not under their Adminiſtration tfiat 
Popery and Jacobitifm increas'd ſo much as to ſtand ing 
need of Proclamations ſince, to put a Curb to the; bat 
Malice knows no Bounds, and is incapable of Shame: 
Otherwiſe our late Courtiers would never have: ſuſſer d 
their Libeller to charge theis own Crimes upon the Squa- 
2 and particularly to tell us that. they offer d to come: 
in with the Jacobires againft the Sutceſſiom, when tis 
known to the whole Country, and by the Records 

of Partrament, that they did all could 1 ark | 
joimd with the Facobztes to —— . 

We may fay the hike as to the ine Foo YER 
better owns his Party had obtain d ſome from thoſe that 
were taken up on account of the Invafion. Andi wound, 
fain know: whether it be moſt Criminal to tale the Af 
flance of fuck Men, when it can be had, im order tm n. 


cue our Country from an appreſſive Miniſirn, or c en 
deavour to obtain it by Threats. arm Hromiſes, im eder 10 


tene under * — — 1 
urt 
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Court an Opportunity to have all our 61 Members re- 
turn 'd as they pleaſe. 


-1-come next ta our late EleQions; concerning which 


te Libeller charges the Squadrone with ſo many unfair 


Practices; but how juſtly will appear when our contro 

verted Elections come to be debated in Parliament. In 
the mean time you may be ſatisfy d, that none of the 
Squadrone could pretend to the Honour of being the nher 
Majeſty's Servants; and therefore could not threaten any 
1 body 5 oppoſing them as ſuch with the loſs of Place, 
© © Commiſſion, or Penſion: Nor had they the Honour to 
de truſted with the Secret, or Power to give in Lifts of 
ſuch as were thought proper to be taken up on account 
of the Invaſion or Plot; and therefore could not put 
Marks of Diſgrace upon any of the D. of — 7 Friends, 
er ſend them Priſoners to another Country, that they 
might not be ncar enough to influence Elections; nor 
could they take them up at home, and threaten to ſend 
them after the reſt if they would not give their Proxies 
or Intereſt to them. Twas not in the Power of the 
Squadrone to give a Commiſſion to any, General Officer 
of the Army to ſend for ſuch People, and put them in 
Priſon as diſaffected Perſons, that were like to ſland Can 
didates againſt any of their Friends; nor had the 80 qua- 
drone any Blank Commiſſions to fill up with 5 as 
would ell their Votes to be made Sheriffs, Juſtices of 
the Peace, or other Officers. I never heard that the 
cSgquadrone was chargd with ſplitting Freeholds, and 
making fraudulent Sales of em, with Clauſcs of Revo- 
cation, and that too after the Tote of the Writs, in or- 
dier to purchaſe Votes: Nor do I know that they teaz d 
and affronted Gentlemen Voters, that were known, to be 
firm to the Revolution, by tendring the Oaths to them, 
in order to make their Loyalty ſuſpeted when they came 
_ vote I any of their Friends, *T was ſome other 


People + 
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People than the Squadrone who brought Bailits,”colitta: 
ry to Law, into the Meetings of the Electors, to take up 
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ſuch as voted againſt their Friends, on,pretence of Debt. 


'T was not the Squadrone who had Blank Warrants to 


fill up with the Names af ſuch as oppos d the Election of 


their Friends, ſent them to Ediniurgh from far diſtant 
Places, kept them under Confinement for ſome Weeks, 
and at laſt diſcharg'd them, without asking them one 


Queftion. *Twas not the Squadrone who brought People 


to Vote at Elections, that could not tell where their 


Freeholds lay. Twas not they who had. arm'd. Men 
lodg d near Places of Election to_over-awe. the Electors, 
nor who took upon them, at their Meetings for electing, 
to determine ſuch Caſes as are determinable only in Par- 
liament. Twas not the Squadrone who brought in a 
ſort of Peers of a double Capacity, who fhall both have 
a Right to fit in Perſon, and to chuſe others to fit in the 


' ſame Houſe with themſelves; a ſort of Peerage unknown 
to our Conſtitution, and which in time may prove dan- 


gerous to it, ſince any Court that is ſo minded may give 


ſo many Engliſhmen Scotch Titles of Peerage, as will put 
it entirely in the Power of the Court, and of the South 
i the 


Part of Britain, to chuſe all the Scots 16. T 
way, puts me in mind of another thing that may prove fatal 
to our Conſtitution, if it be not guarded againſt; and 


that is, leſt any Court ſhould take an Opportunity to 
bring ſuch a Number of the preſent Scat: Peers into the 
Houſe, by Engliſh Titles, as may break the Proportion 


ſettled by the Articles betwixt the Nu mber of Parlia- 


ment Peers in both Parts of the Iſland, againft which 1 
- do not find any Provifion made by the Treaty with Reſ⸗ 


to either of the United Kingdomis. For the Name 


of Great Britain is not like to have Charm enough to 
make Men forget the particular Intereſt of that Part of 
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the Iſland where their Property lies. I ſhall add, that 
twas not the Squadrone who countenanc d the voting of 
any Peer in chuſing others, who by his Poſt muſt be a a 
Judge of Points of Law relating to Elections, which 
looks too like making a Man both Judge and Party. - 


In ſhort, Sir, You [may. eaſily perce ve by thoſe Hints 
what Hardſh:ps we lie under, as to the Matter of our 
Elections, with Reſpect to the Lords, and how dangerous 
tis to let any Court or Faction have aa Opportunity of 
returning our 16, according to their own Humour:. 


I come now to the Elections of our Commons, as to 


u which there are abundance of Complaints; and no doubt 


you. will hear enough of it ere long at the Barr of the 
Houſe, to convince you that Care muſt be taken to pre- 
vent Bribery, Threats and Promiſcs, and to ſecure the 
Elections of our Commoners againſt the Influence of our 


Lords and Courtiers. You may perceive. by the Union 


AR, that our Burrows are divided into 15 Claſſes or Di- 
ſtricts, 9 of which have 5 Electors each, and the other 
6 but 4; and in Cafe of an Equality of Votes, the Pre- 
ſident of the Meeting is allow'd 2: now tis plain, that 
when the Number of Electors is ſo few, it gives an eaſ 

Opportunity for Bribery z beſides the Handle it affords 
the Prefident of each Meeting to return himſelf or his 
Friend, which I humbly conceive is againſt the Equity of 
the Law; that does not allow a Sheriff to be a Member, 


' becauſe of the Opportunity he has of playing Tricks in 
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As to the chuſing of our Barons or Knights of Shires; 
tis not indeed ſo liable to Bribery; yet, conſidering that 
the Electors are few in Compariſon of what they are 
with you, Corruptions of that Nature may be much  * 
more eaſily practis d here than in England: All which _ 
together will convince you of the Neceſſity of making 
ſome good and effectual Laws, to ſecure the Freedom 
of our Elections againft ſuch Practices as have been 
too frequent among our late Courtiers ; other wiſe, 
inſtead of having either our Liberty or yours ſecur d 
| by the Union, both of em may be endanger'd, and 
10 our 61 Lords and Commons may be formd into a 
* Battalion, at any time, to attack Magua Charts, and 
'F join with Courtiers to make any future Prince as ab- 
| _ ſolute as the French King. You ſee what Efforts the 
D. of O. and his Friends. have made to get the whole 
into their Power, and by their endeavouring to poſ- 
ſeſs the Queen, with an Opinion that our Autient 
Conſtitution was an Enci oachment on the Prerogative, 
as appears by the D. of 2-—'s Letter to the Queen, 
of Auguſt 1.th 1703. printed in the Proceedings of 
the Houfe of Lord, about the Scots Plot. You may 
be ſatisfy'd they had no Deſign to ſupport the Com- 
mon Liberty of the Iſland, by having that Power in - 
their Hands. 4 5:5 JEAN 


A 
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By this time I doubt not you are very well fatif- 
| fied that we had reaſon to wiſh for a Deliverance - 
from the Hands of ſuch Men; and that if we be ſtill 
continued under the Influence of their Miniſtry, - or 
that of Men of the ſame Stamp, we looſe the chief 
| thing we aim'd at by coming into the Union; and in- 
BJ ſtead of ha = more Liberty, are made greater Slaves, 
| in which Caſe your Privileges cannot be long liv'd. 
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= They have peel'd and poll'd us till we have nothing 


left to be à Bait for their Avarice; ſo that now they 


muſt think of preying upon you, if you do not take 
Care to prevent it. The truth of, this would appear 
very plain if the Parliament of Great Britain ſhould 
thiak fit to appoint a Committee, to enquire how 
the Equivalent has been manag'd and ſhar'd ;, this is fo 


late an Inſtance, and falls ſo natu:zally under the 
Enquiry of the United Parliament, that one would 


think there needs no more but to name itz and per- 


haps this might open ſuch a Scene of Tyranny and 


Oppreſſion, and of Tricks put both upon Court and 


Country as fer Ages have. heard of the like: 


 Reſumptions of Grants is a thing very agreeable to 


our Conſtitution, as will appear to any Man that 


. caſts an Eye upon our Statute Book, and if an En- 
quiry were appointed how the Lands and Rents of - | 
the Crown of Seo land have been diſpos d of, ſince 


that Party had the Adminiſtration in their Hands, 


av * 


and ſuch Gran's revoked as have been made to Per- 


ſons of no Merit, or for no valuable Confideration, 


it might eaſe the Country of ſome. of their Taxes, 


and afford the Crown a conſiderable Support out of 


what is properly its own, but now ſquander d 


away by laviſh Grants unfairly obtained: And as 


they made bold with Her Majcſty's. Revenues, they 


made as ill uſe of Her Honours, Conferr'd Patents of 
' Pecrage, and of being Knight Baronets, on Perſons 
who had neither Merit nor Eſtate, to ſupport the 
Character. Thus have Suffrages been bought and 
ſold in our Parliament while we had one, and you 
may be ſure they will put the ſame Practices in uſe. 
With you; if they be not prevented, I hope the Ul- 
nited Parliament will conſider there is no Arbitrary 
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. Deſign which Men * to Honour __ Rieber TY l 
by -fuch undue Methods are not capable of, add thank 
the vaſt Expence which ſuch an indigent Nobility and Gen _ 2 4 
try and Officers of the Army, that maß be rens, 
ed to ſerve in Parliament, muſt be put to by com- +] L 
ming from hence annually to London, lays them: 
open to. Tentations to ſell their Votes to any Court 
or Faction, that is able or willing to be at the 
Charge of the Purchaſe, and how fatal that may be : 

to the Briaſh Liberties, you may eafily judge. In ſhort, 1 
if the Trad: of our Country be not encouraged, and '2 
ſuch Deſigns againſt it as above-mentioned / prevent: 
ed, it may reduce us to the like deſperate - Attempt _. 
of making an entire Suriender of our Liberties to the 
Crown, as was done formerly by the Daxes and 
Swedes, in hopes that the Court may treat us * 
ter chan our late Miniſtry have done. E 


1 ſhall conc'ude. with this one Reflection, That if | 

the Adminiſtration be not put into ſuch Hands as 
Rn, * Union, not out of any ſelfiſh Deſiga 

bas to ſecure the Common Liberty of the 
land oy into the Hands of thoſe who havenow ] join. 
them in that noble Deſign, you and we may both have 1 
Cauſe to repent that ever it was made. At the ſame time 
I am heartily glad to hear of a Change of that ſort 1 
already begun with you, and hope it will be upiver- 5 
fal through Great Britai 'and leland, and that WCW 
ſhall not have the hard Fate to be continued: un- 
der any thing which looks like n ſeparate Admini- 
ſtration, that may give any) Man the ſame or a 
greater Influence over us than what our late Mini | 

firy had; tho under different Names, for that is as 
much inconſiſtent with the Union, and Well ul effe⸗ 
ctually diſappoint the n we voy e d 

| om 


” from it, as to put the Common Adminiſtration of 


e 

the United Iſland into the Hands of ſuch as either 
with you or us have diſcovered their Averſion to a 
Tea! Union, and taken all poſſible Methods to make it 
ineffectual, ſince they perceive by aboliſhing the Council 


ol Scotland, and taking the Power of the Sco/s Returns 
dcdout of their Hands, that they cannot now make uſe 


of it to carry on their Arbitrary Deſigns, and to ſupport 
an Intereſt in the Court different from, or tather oppoſite 
to that of the Country, as they did of the ſeparate Par- 
liament of Scotland fo long as they had it in their Ma- 
nagement. ö : . 


I did not think it neceſſary to inſiſt upon the Vin- 
dication of any of the particular Perſons whom the Au- 


thor of the Account of the Elections in Scotland has 


aſpers d in his Libel: For his Malice and Falſhood are 


- fo obvious, and the Perſons he reflects upon are ſo well 


known to the beſt Men of the Iſland, that inſtead of 


impairing the Credit of any Man he attacks, he has 


* 
* . , 
E * oy 


haps his Patrons may know, if they will v 


leſſen d his own, if ever he had any, expos d himſelf 
to be laugh'd at by every Body here; and has diſco- 


vered ſo much of his own Weakneſs, and that of his 


Party, 28 would ſooner raiſe a Man's Pity than his Re- 
nnr. r 3. 


Hall trouble ou no further, than to aſſure you 
have been ſo far from taking his ſlandering Me- 


4 
that 


thod, that I have advanc d nothing againſt his Party, 
but what eĩther appears upon our Records, or is fo 
well kno zn, that it can't be deny d. 720 8 1 


Nor have I ſaid all that I could , which per- 


— 


imploy him, or any other, to contradict what, 1 b 
wrote here. N * 5 
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„ Humble Servant. _ 
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